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Congressman. Stevenson’s Defense of South

{- Carolina’s Claim of

Jackson’s Birthplace

(Editors Note:—The speech of
Mr. BSteveoson im the house of
representatives on February 23, giv-
ing documentary evidence establish-
ing beyoud guestion that **Olg Hick-
ory’ first saw the light in Lancas-
ter county, South Carolina, makes
about fifteea columns of newspaper
type and will be printed in install-

ments of ahout five columns in each |

issne.)
PART II.
Again oo December 10, 1832, he
tasueqg bis nulification proclamation,

in which he says:
Fellow ¢itizens of my native state,
let me not only admonish you,
the First Magistrate of our common
country, not to incur the penalty of
its laws, but use the influence that
father would over his children
whom he saw  rushing to certain
ruin. (fee vwol. 5, p. B35, Great
American Debates.)

On January 24, 1833, he
acain to Poinsett, as follows:

I repeat again, my pride and de
sire that the Union men may arouse
and sustain the majesty of the Con-
stitution and the laws, and save miv
native state from that disgrace that
the Nullifiers have  brought upon
her, (Stille’s Life of Poinsett, p,
6% )

If there

S

i

wrolte

ever was a time whon
Juackson would have repudiated his
nativity in South Carolina, it was
then, when he was being baited and
defamed and abused, when he was

heing called evervthing on earth by

the people who were attempline to
nullify the laws of the National
fuvernment. IT there ever was 2
time  when the leaders of South

Carolinag wonld: have been glad o
wipe him off their slate and repu-
diate him as a native-born citizen ot
South Carolina, they would have
done it then, when he threw in their
fauces that he was a native, and that
hie. proposed Lo vindicate the righis
of the National government in his
native state. (Applause.)

It went on then until he had gone
through his stormy career, and in
the shades of the Hermitage he re-
cetved a copy of a resolution from
the South Carolina legislature, sent
by Gov. Hammond, in which they
asked that congress take action to
rescind the action and to refund the
fines imposed upon him for con-
tempt of Judge Hall's court in New
Orleans.' when he put Judge Hall in
jail for a little while. Here is his
answer to that:

Conscious as I am of the integrity
and propriety of my conduct in re-
gard to Judge Hall, it is truly grate-
ful to my feelings to find the legis-
lature of my native state, South
#Carolina, uniting with the legisla-
turc of other states in those high
And honorable feelings of justice
which their resolutions so plainly in-
dicate.

That s the last deliverance by
letter, and it is in the hands of the
descendant of Gov. Hammond, Mr.
E. Spann Hammond, at Blackvlille,
5. C., and was published in the Sun-
#@ay News, Charleston, August 7,
1004: and I cite you where vou can
see the oricinals of every one of
these dec'arations. He then came
down to the time when death was
lavirg its hand upon him, and he
sat down to make his will. Let us
sepr what he said. Tle was patriotie
to the hone. There is not a clause

linn entered the City of Mexico first
angd planted the banner of America
upon the Castie Chapultupec.
When they came back the executor

ul

turned  over to the governor of
South (Caroling these two emblems

0 NS called it, while as a
IIH.'H' roof fact it is n £12,000 silver
punch how! nd we are keeping it
'\.- : . ' et now, heeause
e do the Volstead folks
to il lLatngehtor.) The sov-

W wether the Palmetto
f Regiment n mitde request of
"thom that they determine who was
{l‘u-- hravest man They spent one
| day in endeavoring to settle that
| gquestion, [ am  informed Neces-
sarily, it was a rather difficult and
delicate guestion tp settle. They

came back to the governor and ask-
od him to have the legislature pro-
vide that they should hold these em-
blems in trust for all of ‘hem until
the last one was dead and then give
them to him. The state held them
until General Sherman came down
throngh Columbia, and his folks got
the banner, but the punch bowl was
30 well hidden that we have it yet.
It came back into the hands of the
sovernor after the war, when it was
dugz up out of the sand hills of Rich-
land county; and two or three years
2o, when there were only three or
four of these old veterans of the
Palmetto Regiment tottering on the
border of the grave, I understand
they made an absolute assiznment
to South Carolina of all their inter-
nst in it and asked that it he held as
an emblem for South Carolina of
the man who threatened to spank
South Carolina if she went out of
the Union in 1831, That is the his
tory of that, and you will find that
vase In the historical room
lumbia, S. C., today.

Just one moment now
coniemporaneous deciaration. in
the first place, up to 1815, when,
asg [ said, the line was settled, this
line was always designated oif the
maps as being the from Lan-
caster, S. C., to Charlotte, N. C. And
you will see it is designated there
80 as to show it. The convention of
1851 settled that question between
the two states, and every map after
that was run straight. The county
of Lancaster and the state of South
Carolina employed James Boykin.
one of the great civil engineers of
that time, whose work has been ver-
ified start to finish, to make a map
of the county of Lancaster. That
was 63 years after Jackson's birth
There were hundreds of men in that
coantry who were 20 years old
when Jackson was born. J{e made
the survey. He put on that map
the battlefield of Buford's Brigade,
which was cut to pfeces, and con-
gEress has recognized that by putting
a little monument there right on
the spot where Boykin laiq it out.
The Chairman. The time of the
gentleman from South Carolina has
expired.

in Co

as to the

TGa

Mr. Stevenson. May [ have 10
minutes more? i
Mr. Grifin. Mr. Chairman, I

vield five minutes to the gentleman.

Mr. Shreve. If the gentleman
will answer a guestion or two by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
Dunbar), he will surrender five min-
utes of his time to the gentleman
from South Carolina.

in his will that does not conduce to
the conservation of the T'non whlvh!
was his heart’'s love and desire. He
gave away several swords, and withl
each gift enjoined the donee that it |
only be drawn in honorable defense
of his government, the government
of the United States., and the Union,
as constituted by the Constitution.
His will ig8 a remarkable document,
if you will look at It. He then
came down to the last and said:
The gold box presented to be by
the corporation of the City of New
York, the large silver vase present-
¢d to me by the ladies of Charles-
ten, 8. C., my native state, with the
large picture representing the un-
furling of the American banner,
presented to me by the citizens of
South Carolina when it was refused
to be accepted by the United States

senate. I leave in trust to my son,
A. Jackson, Jr., with directions that,
-ehould our happy country not he
blessed with neace, and even not al-
ways to be eapected, he will at the
close of the war or end of the con-
flict present each of saiq articles, of
inestimable value, to that patriot
residing in the city or statr from
which they were presented who
sghall be adjudged by his countrymen
or the ladies to have been the most
valient in defense of his country
and our country's rights.

1 pause here to turn aside from
my manuscript just a moment to tell
you gomething Interesting regarding
that bequest. The Mexican War
within two years was upon us. The

Palmetto Regiment of South Caro-

Mr. Stevenson. I ghall
glad to answer anyv question

Mr. Dunbar. The gentleman is
proving or trying to prove that An-
drew Jackson states he was born in
South Carolina. sverybody knows
and everybody concedes that he
thinks he was born In South Caro-
lina. I would be very much inter-
eated in having the gentleman prove
to us that the statements' which
have been made that he was born In
North Carolina are not well found-
ed.

I wish the gentleman would tell
us why it is that the American En-
cyclopedia, the [International FEn-
cyclopedia, the Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica, and all the encyclgpedias
which have _been published and
which give a reference to the hirth
of Andrew Jackson, there is but one
nf them that states that he was horn
in South Carolina, and that is tlm'
international. The International
Fnevelopedia stated —folk lore
gtates—that he was bhorn in North

he very

8.

Carolinn and Gen. Jackson himself
etates that he was born in Sonth
Carolina. It is the only encyclope-

dia which
in Sounth Carolina.
the other—

Mr. Stevenson. If the gentleman
s going to take up all of my five
minutes, I have not got anywhere.
(Laughter.)

Mr. Dunbar. 1 will conclude. In
the face of this evidence how can
the gentleman accept the statement
of Andrew Jackson, which we all

states that he was horn
Why is it that

mation, and it was in contradiction
vl the testimony of his relatives?

Mr. Stevenson. Yes; now we will
come to that guestion. The gentle-
man interrupted me before 1 got to
it. Let us find out who had the best
opportunity of seeing the real wit-
nesses who knew when and  where
he was born. But I will insert in
the record the statement of who
these people were who In 1858 gave
Mr. Parton the affidavits on which
he has based his history and from
which all of these encyclopedins
have taken their statements.

I say Andrew Jackson angd
contemporaries saw  and  knew in-
timately the living witnesses, and
the gqnestion was up and inquired
into and settled in 1851, and all his-
toriang and ecitizens accepted the
truth as settled then, angd it was

his

never challenged until 1858, Now,
1 cite the circumstances and other
evidence.

It will be seen by Mouzon's maps
1776, and also 1794, and Reed’s
maps. 1775, and Strother's map,
1808, that the road from Lancaster
to Charleston was recognized as the
line by the geographers up to 1808
hut in 1813, as above stated, that
line was settleq and every map of
North and South Carolina from that
time forward sets it out as a straizht
line and puts the road in South
Carolina and all of the Crawford
land in South Carolina, In 1820
the first official map of South Caro-
ling after that settlement was made
Boykin, and 1 hereto append a
photostatic copy of the map of Lan-
caster county, which was subse-
sequently put in Mills's  Atlas of
South Carolina, which ig on file in
the (Congressional Library That
map wazs made in 1820 angd was
vertfied and improved for Mills's
Atlas in 1825. And right beside the
road from Lancaster to Charlotte
and on land which in the old maps
was partly in North Carolina, this
entry is made “Gen. Andrew Jack-
son’s bhirthplace.'® This is the state-
ment of the civil engineer whose
work has never been successfully as-
sailed as to any of his historical
references. For iInstance, on the
same map you have the location of
the battie ground where Buford's
brigade was destroyed, which |s now
marked by a monument erected by
act of congress, which verifies the
location by Boykin. Here also prop-
erly noted is the pattle ground of
Hanging Rock, the first battle in
which Andrew Jackson was under
fire; he was there under Gen. Wil-
liam R. Davie, and that monument
is accordingly located. He ran this
when all the men who were a few
vears Jackson's senior were alive,
Jackson was 53 years old and then
a very noted general when this map
was made. And nobody can escape
the conclusion that the tradition
was thoroughly settleq at that time
and this map was made with all the
evidence before him, and it was an
acute issue up to that time—
Reilly’s map made about the same
time has the same entry—it is m
state historical department of South
Carolina. Another declaration of
rontemporaneous history was that
of Gen. William R. Dgvie, who was
horn in England June 20, 1756, and
after 1760 was rafsed In the Wax-
haw settlement and belonged to
Waxhaw church, which was estab-
lished by his unecle, Willilam Rich-
ardson, Preshyterian preacher, who
left him all his fortune., and knew
intimately the traditions of the
country, who in 1815 made the
statement unequivocally that Jack-
son was horn in Lancaster d'striet,
8. C. The letter I8 still extant.
Davie was afterwards governor of
North Carolina, elected in 1798 and
a connty hears his name. In 1820
James Thonaldson, of Philadelphia.
presented to the legislative library
of South Carolina a bust of Jackson,

for the reason that South Carolina
was the native state of the dis-
tinguished general, and the South
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know was only founded upon infor-

Carolina legislature |in resolution
accepted it, as will ve seen by refer-
ence to the report of the historical
commission with congratulations
that the nativity of Jackson is now
acknowledged as our own. Refer-
ring to the line sottlement of 1815.
Why no protest from North Caro-
lina?

The dispute was supposed to be
settled when they settled that line,
because the only dispute then
whether Crawford's land was in
North or South Carolina. There
was no dispute about his being born
on Crawford’'s lana, evervbody ad-
mitted that, and ns late as 1846
Foote in his sketches of North Caro-
lina, upon page 476, saavs:

The place in which Andrew Jack-
son passed his early years was claim-
ed by North Carolina  for a long
time, but is within the hounds of
South Carolina, as now settled by
the mutuial agreement of the states.

It was done in 1815. Foote states
thiz again on page 198 That was
the only question until Mr. Parton

wias

moved the® place of birth from
Crawflord's to  McKemey's by the
testimony of some good old ladies

who had been dead One
circumstance which is pregnant is
the failure of North Carolina histo-
rians to claim him. Wheeler's his-
tory of North Carolina was written
in 1845 to 1850 amnd published in
1851, and enumerates the men who
have originated in the different
Under Mecklenhurg
county, pages 263 to 268, he names
elghit very prominent citizens who
originated in  that county, and
amongst them he names  James
Knox Polk, native of Mecklenburg,
and afterwards president  of the
United States, and egives quite a
lencthy history of him, but makes
no ¢laim that Andrew Jackson was
a native of Mecklenburg county, and
when the hrethren of Mecklenbure
county fail to claim a man for
vears-—85H, in fact—it is pregnant
evidence that they have no claim
upon him. Under Union county,
whichh had just been established, no

50 wvears.

counties.

(il

such claim is made either.

What do the historians say?
Mills’'s History of South Carolina,
published in 1826, page 600,

speaking of Lancaster county, says:

Lancaster was the birthplace of
Andrew Jackson. He was born near
the waters of Waxhaw creek in this
district and within a mile of the
North Carolina line.

The accuracy of this historian has

never been successfully assailed in
any particular, Amos Kendall
wrote practically an autobiography
of Jackson, because he wrote it un-
der Juckson's immediate supervis-
‘on and the first number contains a
map identicnl with the maps set out
here, with the place of Jackson's
birth shown as the Crawford place,
in Lancaster county, S. C., which
is claimed under the authority of
Gen. Jackson.
On June 27, 1845, George Ban-
croft, the greatest historian yet pro-
duced by America, sald in his me-
morial address on Jackson:

South Carolina gave a bhirthplace
to Andrew Jackson. On its remote
frontier, far up on the forest-clad
banks of the Catawba, in a region
wvhere settlers were just heginning
‘o cluster, his eve first saw the
lizht. (Bancroft, Miscellaneous
Writings, p. 445.)

This memorial address was pub-
‘ished in the leading papers of the
~ountry, and coming, as it did, from
*he leading historian of the country,
no protest or counterstatement was
‘ssned by North Carelina, and the
correctness of the statement was
conceded till 1859, when Gen. Walk-
up and Mr. Parton promulzated the
new history.

‘*Gadsden’s Life of Jackson." pub-
lished in 1824, states unequivocally
that he was a native of South Caro-
lina. No history prior to Parton's
1859, ever asserted the contrary.

As 1 have already said, Wheeler's
History of North Carolina does not
claim him for Mecklenburg county
as it does Jamesa K. Polk—and prop-
erly—and Foote's History of North
Carolina states expressly twice that
there was a dispute as to the placé
where he was bresught up, but it had
been settled that it was in South
Carolina. Bradley's History of
Jackson, published in 1902, and
again in 1906, makes the statement
in the text, which Is the 1902 text
that Jackson was born at the Me-
Kemey house in North (Carolina,
This is his statement:

When Andrew Jackson, Sr., died
he left his wife with two little hovs
and practically no property. He
had not proved up his claim, and
there is no evidence in the records

of land transfers that he ever
owned a foot of ground.
Then he speaks of Mrs. Jackson

starting to her brother-in-law’s, Mr.
Crawford’s:

On the way she stoppeq over nigh!
at the McKemey house, and there
Andrew, Jr.. was horn; she was well
enough to travel in three weecks, a
rather long convalescence for a fron-

tier woman of that period; leaving
Hugh in the McKemey home,
journeved to the Crawford place
with Robert and the infant, Andrew.
After publishing his (02 edition
and possibly his first edition of the
1906 book, he took up with Mr. A
S. Salley, sceretary of the Histord
cal Commission of South Curoling
and had him a comploete
statement of the evidence in the
matter, which will he found Ap
pendix A to the 1006 edition. and in
bringing out the book he repudiates
the text as to that matter, and Ap
pendix A beging with this note:
The most interesting and valuable

sl

prepare

H B

paper which seems  to  settle the
question has been specially prepar-
ed for this book by Mr. A. S Salley,

Jr., secretary of the Historical Com-

mission of South Carolina., an an-
thor of mnumerous historical and
genealogical papers  relatinge to

southern subjects.
That is on page 407 of the appen-

dix. On page 421 he makes this
statement:
While I arree with Mr Salley as

to Jackson's birthplace, and to that
extent disagree with Parton, I am
compelled to make an emphatic dis
sent from his estimate of Parton’s
bhook as a whole.

So that Brady, when confronted
with evidence which Salley produe
ed, repudiated the tradition fouand
in "'arton on which all the biograph-
ical dictionaries hased their
statement as to  Jackson's hirth
place,  The latest history is that
J. Spencer Bassott, profeassor
of history in Smith College, fTormer
Iy a professor of history at Trinity
Collegze, North  Carolina, at which
institution 1 am informel he wns ol

have

0f
now

ucated: and and on paees § ang
af volume 1 yvou will find a disens
sion of the qguestion with his e¢on

clusfons, and 1 c¢ite them: (Puahlish
ed 1911.) :
To the writer the
dence serms to favor
Carolinians. The Leslie
rests on an old woman's aceonnt

weleht ovi
the

tradition
of

she

of

an event which happened when
wns a chilg of 7, an event, too, about
which a child could not be well in-
formed. It was weakly eoroborat-
ed by a statement of Thomas Faulk
ner, aged
a Leslie descendant, who relied on
information which he said he had
from Sarah Lathan's mother L0
years eariler; and by James D
Cralg’s statement that he hag heard
evidently much earlier than his
statement—*""a very aged ladv,"” \Mrs
Cousar, says that she assisted at the
birth at MecKemey's house The
weakness of this evidence lies in the
long time which elapsed

Ing. All of it must have heen cur-
ried many vears in the minds of two
people, one passing it on when she
was very old to another, who told
it when he was very old.

South |

70: by another man, also |

betweon 1
the event and the time of its record- |

And to
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the enthusiansm
ritors had for their story and the
lack of ceritical examination of it
| when it came from their lips, place
| against it the clear statement of
Jackson made in response to a ques-
| tion which this controversy aroused
| that he was born in the house of
lJnmnn Crawford, in South Carolina,
and to most men the story will prob-
ably appear doubtful. Somewhat
more trustworthy Is the explicit
statement of Gen. Jackson.

There were numerous histories of
Jackson written during his life, all
of which assume that he was born
in South Carolina, ang his will 1s
found in full in  Frost's History,
pages H00 to 502.

(PART II1 IN NEXT ISSUE.)

Paper Foom Bark,
| Government scientists in Indla have
succeeded In making puper from three
new materinls—lenves of a West Aus-
trulian plant. timber from East Afrl-
ca, and a bark of a tree found In Rho-
Jexia.

which the nar-
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